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2018 Council of Councils Meeting
Maison St. Charles Hotel - New Orleans, LA

February 24, 2018

Smiley Wilson, representing the host council (Vintage Chevy Van Council aka VCVC), 
welcomed the reps and audience and thanked everyone who had helped and supported this 
event, especially Amie Krake who put an extraordinary amount of effort to making the event 
successful and fun.

Dave Hufstader thanked VCVC for hosting the event and called the meeting to order at 9:30 
AM, right on schedule. He reminded everyone about the cell phone rules. $5 fine if your cell 
phone rings during the meeting.  $10 fine if you answer it.  $20 fine if you're sneaky and start 
answering and communicating via text message.  Dave is running the meeting this year in 
Geoff's absence.  Dave set up an interactive cell phone link with Geoff Koome so that Geoff was 
able to be a "virtual" attendee at the meeting.  This was the first time that we have ever had a 
CofC Board member attend the meeting "virtually."

Taz made a motion (seconded by Chooie) to waive the reading of the minutes from the 2017 
meeting.

Dave welcomed everyone and introduced the Council of Councils (CofC) Board: Himself and 
John Cunningham.  Kathy Willis could not get off from work and Geoff Koome had some 
troubles getting across the border so neither one of these CofC Board members made it this 
year.  Melissa Vear, from VCVC, also took minutes, just in case John missed anything.
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Roll Call: Dave thanked the 27 councils who registered for the meeting on line.  On line 
registration helps the CofC Board bring an accurate council roster at the beginning of the 
meeting, with less corrections during roll call.  Dave stated again that the address we need is 
the permanent and stable council address of the council, not just the name and address of the 
rep who is currently attending this meeting.

Greater New York Van Council did not register on line.  They have not attended a CofC meeting 
since 2010, and were removed from the list of active councils.  As such, they are no longer 
considered a registered council.  A motion by Taz (seconded by Chooie) that the Greater New 
York Van Council be re-instated as a registered council passed with a unanimous hand vote, 
bringing the total councils attending this meeting to 28.

Dave imposed a 1-minute limit on updates for each council during roll call to keep the Roll Call 
from taking up too much meeting time.  During Roll Call: 

Colorado noted they have 4 clubs and are trying to keep vanning alive.
Florida noted that they have 14 clubs and some independents.
Ohio noted that they have 16 clubs.
On behalf of Northern California, Lynn Harmonson stated their council is celebrating 45 years
Chooie noted that Vanner Coalition is also rebuilding.
Smiley noted that VCVC started in 2012 and is up to 100 members.
Wisconsin noted that they started in 1975; they always sponsor the Best of Bright 'n Shine 
trophy at the NATS; have a raffle win a pre-reg to Wisconsin event, and noted that there was an 
"o" missing in their e-mail address on the roster.
VW council is rebuilding after a recent disbanding according to John Attrill on their behalf.

Judith Pilon and Charlotte Jackson were noted as the 2 official NATS Board reps.  The NATS 
Board is not considered as a council, but they get the same status as council reps because the 
National Truck-in® is the most significant vanning eVant every year.

Dave reminded the reps that they need to abide by the rules for bidding on hosting a CofC 
meeting.  These rules can always be found at http://www.councilofcouncils.org/   
Just click on "Guidelines and Application for hosting a CofC"    Direct link is:  
http://www.councilofcouncils.org/p/loading.html   
Bids need to be in to the CofC Board by January 15! Friday night of CofC is when a test 
presentation happens but the CofC Board needs time to review before arriving at the CofC, thus 
Jan. 15th.

Bids for hosting the 2019 Council of Councils meeting:  Astro reminded everyone that no matter 
who wins the bid, you always get the latest and correct information on 
www.councilofcouncils.com, which always points to the current CofC meeting hosts.

There were 2 bids presented for the 2019 CofC meeting:

NorthWest Van Council (NVC):  Ma and Dave, from NVC, made the presentation with brightly 
colored yellow shirts to brighten the day.  She noted that the last time the CofC was held in 
Seattle was in 1992.  The theme for their bid is "Seattle's The Dream for 2019".  DoubleTree 
Suites, SeaTac Airport - Southcenter, Seattle, WA  February 6 - 10, 2019.  The hotel is on the 
South side of the biggest mall in the Seattle area.  
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They have a signed contract for $125 per day for all suites, Single King, or Double Queen, 
pending winning of the bid.  This rate will apply to us for 3 days prior to, and 3 days after the 
event.  The hotel has 219 rooms on 9 stories, all open to the 9-story atrium.  ALL rooms are NO 
SMOKING rooms.  There are NO sleeping rooms on the first floor.  This is NOT a pet-friendly 
hotel. The hotel has a free shuttle service, up to 1 mile, which should cover getting you to all the 
activities, shopping malls you need and of course the airport. There is light rail service nearby.

Banners must be hung by the hotel staff.  There is a complimentary warm cookie each day.  The 
hotel also provides a free full breakfast buffet.

The normal rate for parking is $15 per night, but they have arranged a reduced rate of $8 per 
night for us.  There is a special parking lot reserved for vans who will be in the van show.  Vans 
parking in this lot may park for the whole week for free.  So, you might not think of your van as a 
show van, but might want to seriously consider entering it in the van show to be able park in that 
lot for free.

Ma noted the many local attractions surrounding the venue, including malls, museums and a 
cemetery where Bruce Lee is buried.  Bring lots of layers of clothing, Seattle weather is very 
unpredictable.

The contract states that a $3,000 cost to NVC for meeting rooms if they do not meet the quota 
of 285 room-nights for the event. That is a total of 285 rooms for one night, or any combination 
of rooms and nights that adds up to 285 room-nights.  So, please don't shop around for a 
cheaper hotel (although Ma says there aren't any cheaper hotels in the local area) and just 
come to the DoubleTree for the meeting and parties.  There will be a $10 wristband charge for 
attending the parties, just like here at this CofC meeting.

At the conclusion of the presentation Dave asked Ma the customary question, if NVC would 
make another bid if they failed to get this bid. Her answer was "At my age, hell No!" 

Nordic Van Council (NVC):  Marius and his group proposed to invite everyone over to Norway 
for the 2019 CofC meeting.  The Nordic Van Council was established in 1979 (under a different 
name) so it would be great to celebrate their 40th anniversary by hosting a CofC meeting.  Their 
council has 24 clubs, representing 4 countries.  They may represent 5 countries soon, if 
Denmark joins their council.  They have been coming over to the meetings since 1997 and have 
been a recognized CofC council since 2012.  The actual hotel where the meeting will be held is 
in Karlstad, Sweden from February 21 - 24, 2019.  Hotels in Sweden are much cheaper, but it is 
easier for the folks who come early to fly into Oslo, Norway and stay there until February 21.

Oslo has much better flight and rail connections for those who want to take the opportunity to 
visit around Oslo and Europe before the meeting.  Then, everyone will take a chartered bus on 
Thursday, February 21 to the hotel in Karlstad, Sweden for the meetings and back to Oslo on 
Sunday the 24th.  Cost for the bus trip will be about $30 per head round trip.  Travel time on the 
bus is about 3 hours, one way.

This will be the first time a two-country trip has ever been proposed for the CofC meeting.  
We've been to Toronto, Canada and Brighton, England in the past, but those were just going to 
one country.

The hotel in Oslo has not been finalized, Marius has been looking at a number of hotels and the 
rooms are approximately $145.  He thinks he could get even better rates as the time gets closer.  
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The hotel in Sweden is the Best Western Gustav Froding and the rooms will be approximately 
$115 per night, including taxes and free breakfast.  He said that the full breakfast at this hotel is 
fantastic compared to what the breakfast has been in the U.S. hotels.  NVC has been using this 
hotel for many years and they always work well with the hotel.  It is a 6-story hotel that has 168 
rooms with one bed in each room.  Europe has little different way of pricing hotels; each room is 
double occupancy.  No putting 4 people in one room, no matter what size the room is.

There are lots of things to do around Oslo. You can actually snow ski and ZIP line at the same 
time.   Airfare to Oslo during February is usually around $400 to $800.  Some airlines have a 
$520 round-trip from Chicago.  It was mentioned that, depending on your city of departure in the 
U.S., Icelandair usually has really good prices in February, since not many folks are flying to 
Norway at that time of year.

When asked about the temperature in Norway and Sweden at this time of year, Marius said 
"Same as Seattle" to a round of applause.  The temperature is about 25 degrees Fahrenheit.  
There was much friendly banter between Marius and Ma during the presentation.

At the conclusion of the presentation Dave asked Marius the customary question, if NVC would 
make another bid if they failed to get this bid. His answer was "Yes."

Ballots were passed out to each council for the vote on where the 2019 CofC meeting will be 
held.  A motion was made that there be a 30-minute break before counting the ballots as some 
reps wanted to confer with other members of their council who were not in the meeting room, 
and, in some cases, make phone calls to other members of their council before casting their 
ballot. The motion was seconded.

The meeting was reconvened at 11:00 AM and the ballots were counted and it was announced 
that the Northwest Van Council will host the 2019 CofC meeting in Seattle.  At this point, Little 
Ed and Scott, from the Wisconsin Van Council chastised Dave for not following the printed 
schedule.  The printed meeting schedule called for announcing the winner of the voting as Item 
9, and we were just at Item 4.B.  

National Truck-in® Board:  Judith noted that Desperado resigned and Bill-o took his place. Bill-o 
has been an alternate for the past 15 years.  We will be doing more replacing as members are 
retiring, so now is the time to put in your resumé if you want to be on the Board or the support 
team.  She announced that New England will be hosting the 2019 NATS in Western 
Massachusetts.  All the detailed info will come, as usual, in July, at the 46th NATS.

46th National Truck-in® - Truckin' In To Tomorrow  (TITT)  - July 25 - 29, 2018 at the Jasper 
County Fairgrounds in Rensselaer, Ohio:  

Judith noted that the NATS Board is working on a new template for those clubs/organizations 
that are not large enough to put on a NATS by themselves.  This will not affect any groups who 
can handle the NATS all by themselves.  The new template format is that the NATS Board will 
run the Show 'n Shine for consistency and the Gate will be the host club/council with the NATS 
Board.  They are also hoping to focus on getting more young people into vanning.

Matchstick, Dennis and Mike, from TITT (Truckin' in to Tomorrow), gave the update. Matchstick 
started the report by stating the event is at Jasper County fairgrounds, Rensselaer, IN July 25-
29, 2018.  There are 133 pre-reg to date.  The web page and PayPal function has been a big 
help.  Monday at noon is the earliest you can arrive.  There is NO place to line up earlier as the 
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fair is going on prior to our arrival.  Acorn Oaks Campground is about 12 miles down the road.  
Primitive camping is $15/night.  20/30 amp camping is $21/night and 50 amp camping is 
$23/night.  It would be best if you call ahead and make reservations if you're coming in early.

Ma was concerned about there being too many raffles at recent NATS.  Matchstick said they do 
not plan on limiting raffles, but you must check with TITT before you can have a raffle.  If there 
are a large number of raffles, TITT will just spread out when the drawings are held.  What about 
the campground size?  It is huge.  It is the same campground used by Midwest for the Memorial 
Day Truck-in who will be helping at the Nats as well.  What about handicap accessible Port-a-
Potties?  They are on order. They will run $175 for the week, including 3 cleanings.  All 
buildings, including the regular toilets, are handicap accessible. 

They are looking for sponsors for everything from ads to van show classes and bands.  They 
are thinking of doing a trivia contest over the radio. 

There are only 12 golf carts available for $250 from Monday to Sunday, but TITT will be utilizing 
some of them, so the remainder will only be for folks who really need them, not just for 
convenience.  You may bring your own golf carts to the event, providing you have the proper 
insurance, etc.  Matchstick noted that this is a walking event.  He noted that horseshoes will be 
a 2-day game.

Matchstick noted that the younger Vanners are taking over and, jokingly remarked that they 
would, humanely, put down all the older Vanners.  A number of the older vanners jokingly 
responded that he would have a huge fight on his hands if he tried.  Denny said "I don't want 
anyone over 45 actually working at the event."

The pub crawl will be organized for Thursday Mid-day.  It is a "Route 66" theme.  Matchstick 
gave a run down on all of the games planned, in response to a request from Chooie.

45th National Truck-in®:  Coop, representing the 45th National Truck-in®, presented $1000 to the 
46th National Truck-in® for seed money as part of the "pay it forward" process we have been 
doing in recent years.  He noted that there were 642 vans through the gate, and the event was a 
huge success.  He also presented Matchstick with 15 pre-reg (representing all the clubs in Vans 
on the Run and Knightmare Vanners) for the 46th NATS.  They also donated $3000 to the 
charity for the 45th National Truck-in®, Wags for Warriors - (Service dogs for wounded Warriors). 

Ma presented Vans on the Run with the children's book "When Pigs Fly" because they swore, 
after the previous NATS they held that they wouldn't do another NATS until " Pigs fly".

Unscheduled topics:

Wisconsin asked all NATS hosts to accept the reality that some folks will always show up for the 
NATS early so please find a suitable campground, etc. nearby and publish the information to all.

Ma noted that NorthWest Van Council will have the same $10 charge for wristbands for entrance 
to the parties that VCVC had at this event.  Entrance to the CofC meeting is always free, but the 
$10 charge helps the host council to be able to put on the extra activities we have come to 
expect.  

Ma also noted that they really need to know how many vanners, in TOTAL  will show up.  It's not 
enough to know how many councils will attend, because planning for the extra activities requires 
knowing how many Vanners will show up.  For example, knowing the total number of rooms 
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rented (available from the hotel) doesn't tell you whether 1 or 4 vanners will be in each room.  
Amie noted that it is very difficult to get that information.   Cindy Lou noted that some Vanners 
stay at a different hotel.  It would help if they let us know that they are coming, but not staying at 
the host hotel, so we could get a better total count.

A discussion continued and reps were asked to please ask council members to be specific when 
pre-registering with the host council. Amie said there were 260 vanners that showed for this 
years event and, obviously, not all of them are in this room right now.

Amie, from VCVC, responded to a complaint that there was lack of promotion for the CofC.  She 
noted that there was information handed out at last years' meeting, there was a web page, and 
it was on Facebook.  Postings were twice weekly in January and, for the past 6 weeks, daily.  
Facebook is not the complete answer, so they were posting in multiple spots.  The reps agreed 
that it was promoted as much as it could have been.  Tim said that Amie had raised the bar this 
year with regards to promoting the CofC.

Joe Madonia brought up discussion of using council mailing lists for other vanning promotions 
like the Museum of Vanning.  Astro and Matchstick confirmed that privacy laws state that it is 
Illegal to use a mailing list for something that those people did not sign up for.  It is also 
unethical and ill advised.  For example, if you gave away, or sold, a list of 500 Vanners who 
gave their information to one of the past NATS, and it was made public, then thieves would have 
a list of 500 people who are not at home this week, because they are at this meeting.  There 
was a thought that the NATS Board could send a mass mailing out from their list and see if 
those Vanners on that list would be OK with having their names and other info on a mass 
mailing list for Vanning Museum info only.

At this point in the meeting there was an unscheduled interruption....  An IN 'N OUT burger was 
delivered to Coop.

Scheduled topics:

A.  Vanner Museum Update:  Joe thanked everyone for the greatest growth year the museum 
has ever had.  There have  been 200 visitors to the museum over the past year, including 
people from Norway and Estonia. They are receiving lots of donations of items to display.  Dash 
plaques, patches, almost 50 jackets, photo albums and a Dodge A100 van.  There are 100 
members as of a week ago.  The biggest thing they hear when people walk in is “Wow”.  They 
adjusted their membership levels.  There are over 100 members.  There are three new 
membership levels in addition to the original ones ($25, $50 and $100). The museum is a non-
profit organization so they added the higher levels with hopes to get larger donations in the 
future.  There is camping out back.  There are two fund raising events per year. The Christmas 
party raised nearly $3,000 for the museum.  There will be a van show in April on the beach.  The 
museum is not open full time so please call before you come.  Fund raising will be happening 
with hopes to be able to add air conditioning to the building.  The goal is to raise $8000 for the 
AC.  Then security will also be added.  There will be a shopping portal on the website soon.  If 
you shop through this portal, for items you would normal purchase from sites like walmart.com, 
a percentage of what you spend is kicked back to the museum.

Lynn commented that the weekly Facebook update is very good and should continue.  Joe said 
they need media help desperately.  Astro does a lot of work for Joe currently. Astro volunteered 
Bill-o to help. 
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Joe was commended for his efforts with the museum.
Dave mentioned that years ago there were discussions about Joe's vision for a museum and 
that it has happened and even beyond his original vision...well done!
Joe gave a big thanks to Scotty for ALL his time and knowledge with many things setting up the 
museum.

B.  Nationals in California:  Pacific Van Council asked how many people would be willing to 
travel to California for a National Truck-in®:  Somewhere in the future, please keep in mind to 
come West.  Astro suggested that they put in a bid to the NATS Board.

Judith talked about the traveling Vanner Memorial banner, currently in the Hospitality Suite.  If 
you have any patches you want added to the banner, give them to Judith and she will sew them 
on.  She also has info on getting patches made at a reasonable price so that all the patches will 
be same shape.

Doc noted that he had the New England Van Council vanning guide for sale.

Northwest had 40th Anniversary patches for sale.

Amie and Smiley presented Ma (Seattle's the Dream for 2019) the Pass-Along Plaque.

Cindy-Lou made a motion to adjourn (seconded by Chooie) and enjoy the day.  The meeting 
was concluded at approximately 12:15 PM. CST 
Amie and Smiley gave a parting gift to each of the reps as they departed the room.

ATTENDEES AT THE 2018 COUNCIL OF COUNCILS MEETING:  

1. A.L.I.V.E.

2. Colorado Van Council

3. Corn Belt Van Council

4. Downstate Illinois Van Council

5. Florida Van Council

6. Greater New York Van council

7. Heart of America Van Council

8. Maryland Van Council

9. Midwest Van Council

10. Missouri Van Council

11. National Street Van Association

12. New England Van Council

13. New Jersey Van Council

14. Nordic Van Council

15. Northwest Van Council

16. Northeast Ohio Van Congress
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17. Northern California Van Council

18. Ontario Federation of Vanners

19. Pacific Van Council

20. Pennsylvania Van Council Inc.

21. Southeast Van Council, Inc.

22. Southern Ohio Van Council

23. Texas Van Federation

24. V.O.I.C.E.S.

25. Van Council of Victoria

26. Vanner Coalition

27. Vintage Chevy Van Council

28. Wisconsin Van Council

2018 meeting minutes taken by Melissa Vear (VCVC) and John M. Cunningham, Secretary of 
the CofC Board


